commits a serious orrense, ne may oe orougni oeiore a mass meeimg 01 residents for "struggle" prior to being placed under "mass supervision" or being sent off to penal confinement by the police. Each residents' committee has a special officer, called a security-defense officer, whose special responsibility is to assist the police in securing public order in the neighborhood. Certain families in the neighborhood that get designated as "problem cases" for one reason or another will be subject to the special scrutiny of this officer as well as of the police. Individuals who have been assigned to "mass supervision" or "mass control" within the neighborhood have a special set of restrictions placed upon them. They will not be allowed to participate in certain neighborhood meetings in which national directives are communicated to the population. They have to submit periodic reports on their thoughts and activities to the security-defense officer or directly to the police station. They may be required to do periodic "voluntary" labor stints around the neighborhood. They may have to request special permission to make trips or to stay away from home overnight, and on occasions such as national holidays or the visits of important foreign dignitaries they will be rounded up and confined for "study" for the duration. Released convicts are subject to a variable set of such restrictions, apparently partly reflecting the degree to which they are judged to be potentially harmful or harmless. The handling of civil disputes also fits within this framework. In earlier years there were generally mediation officers or committees as part of each residents' committee, but recently most localities lack such a formal title or office (Cohen 1971, Salaff 1971). However, when severe marital or interfamily disputes break out in the neighborhood, the residents' small-group heads and residents' committee officers are expected to intervene and try to mediate and calm things down, although they are not empowered to enforce a particular settlement on residents. The multiple mechanisms for social control built into the urban neighborhood structure do not mean that other, more positive neighborhood activities are ignored, but they do illustrate the very great concern the Chinese Communists have for social order. It can be argued that we see here a conviction that, even after "progressive" social reformsrm "revolutionary committee" emerged during the Cultural Revolution, and after 1979 it was phased out in favor of the term that had been used previously, simply "neighborhood office."
